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Esthetical VValues of Mudejjan Decorations, and blending of
cultures at the Mosque of Cordova’s Cathederal

The research includes a study and analysis of a selection of Mudajar ( also Mudejjan
I:e domesticated,tamed) decorations at Cordova Mosque’s Cathedral, and the door of
(divine) forgiveness (Bab Al-Ghoffran), in an attempt to provide an analytical vision
of its esthetical and plastic values. The research also includes a disclosure of the
impact of Islamic Arts on the West, in terms of style, decorative features and aesthetic
values. It would also be a proof that the Islamic civilization has had an effective role
in communication among peoples, a role, which has not stopped over time, and led to
the merge of cultures, which in turn led to the integration of Arts. the final result was
the emergence of a new Art called Mudejjan Art, which is a blend of Islamic Art, in
terms of form, and the values of Christian art culture, The elements of Islamic Art
interfer with Western Art elements, thus creating a new and may be nicely overlapp or
different Art. Therefore, the Art of Mudéjar, in the strict sense of the word, is neither
belonging to Islamic Art, nor to Western Christian Art. It is, by virtue of its position,
a link between the two cultures. It has become an artistic Expression of a sort of
society, where Christians, Jews and Muslims can live together, and is therefore it was
seen as a unique phenomenon in the history of Art.

Mudejar Art has appeared, with its decorations, at one of the doors of Mosque of
Cordoba ‘s cathedral, which is called the door of (divine) forgiveness. The royal
church is replete with an integration of Islamic and Christian motifs, a result of their
blend together, that led to the emergence of the Mudajar Art, which introduced some
changes to the aesthetic values of Islamic and Christian Arts. Thus. there was a new
aesthetic values of Mudejar Art, which have emerged as a product of merging of the
two cultures.

has addressed the aesthetic values of the Mudajar decorations at the The research
royal church, and the door of forgiveness at the Mosque of Cordoba’s Cathedral ,
through a schedule included a general data on the location and description with the
analysis included the following elements:

Value type value domain, value content, its aesthetic significant value, and aesthetic
concept.

Through the foregoing, some aesthetic values of of muddajjan decorations at the
Cathedral Mosqgue of Cordoba cathedral, have been derived , the Royal Church, and

( Bab Al-Ghoffran), represented in luxury decorative forgiveness divine the door of
style, which was evident as value of clarity and contradiction, through the contrast
between the muslim and christian culture, and also the value of flowing characteristic
noted the that appeared in the movement of motifs and trends. The research has
capabilities of light, which played an important role in the effects caused by stalactites
in its movement under light and shadow. That has already seen that through the merge
and the dialogue of cultures and civilizations. In such case , this merge became a
witness for the convergence of cultures between East and West.
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